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• Number of digital libraries           ± 70 
± 90% based on dLibra platform from PSNC (http://dlibra.psnc.pl/)  
• Number of involved institutions         + 200 
Basic statistics 
• Objects by type  
– Newspapers/magazines 68% 
– Books     4% 
– Other   28% 
• Objects by format 
– DjVu   77% 
– HTML   10% 
– PDF     9% 
– Other     4% 
• Objects by language  
– Polish   77% 
– German   14% 
– Other     9% 
 



















































• Institutional digital libraries (or repositories) 
– One digital library system 
– One institution  
• Responsible for the entire content and technical infrastructure 
– Objects available in the digital library are related to history and 
present activity of the institution or collections owned by this 
institution 
– Examples:  
• Warsaw University of Technology Digital Library 
(http://bcpw.bg.pw.edu.pl/dlibra) 
• Technical University of Łódź Digital Library 
(http://ebipol.p.lodz.pl/dlibra) 
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Organizational models  
of digital libraries in Poland 
Organizational models  
of digital libraries in Poland 
• Consortium digital libraries 
– One digital library system 
– One leading institution, many cooperating 
– Technical infrastructure and support provided by the leading 
institution 
– Different reasons for cooperation 
• Thematic scope  
– Maritime Digital Library 
(http://mbc.fundacjamorska.org/dlibra/)  
• Institution profile  
– Digital Library of the Institutes of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences (http://bibliotekacyfrowa.pan.pl/dlibra/)  
– FIDES Digital Library (http://digital.fides.org.pl/dlibra/)  
• Geographical location – regional digital libraries 
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Organizational models  
of digital libraries in Poland 
• Regional digital libraries 
– One digital library system 
– One leading institution, many cooperating  
– Technical infrastructure and support often provided by local 
computing/networking centre 
– Significant amount of objects available in the digital library is related 
to particular region of Poland 
– Examples:  
• Digital Library of the Wielkopolska 
(http://www.wbc.poznan.pl/dlibra/)  
• Silesian Digital Library (http://www.sbc.org.pl/dlibra/)  
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Organizational models  
of digital libraries in Poland 
• Regional digital libraries – benefits: 
– Single access point to regional collections – the regional digital library 
website  
• easier to promote and explore than a number of separate 
institutional repositories 
– Close cooperation between institutions from the region 
• necessary to maintain certain level of quality  
• may lead to new funding possibilities (like common projects) 
– Lowered costs of the technical infrastructure 
• in most cases shared by digital library consortium members 
• based on well established NREN infrastructure 
• Institutional digital libraries – benefits: 
– Strong association with the institution 
• promotion for the institution (e.g. portfolio of the institution’s 
scientific potential) 
• easier to convince institution’s employees to contribute 
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Organizational models of digital 
libraries in Poland 
• Coexistence of regional and institutional digital 
libraries 
– Virtually connected e.g. Poznan University of Technology 
• contributes to the Wielkopolska Digital Library 
• presents contributed resources in the dedicated portal based 
on the Wielkopolska Digital Library infrastructure 
 
Organizational models of digital 
libraries in Poland 
• Coexistence of regional and institutional digital 
libraries 
– In parallel e.g. Adam Mickiewicz University 
• contributes to the Wielkopolska Digital Library (mostly cultural 
heritage and regional materials) 
• maintains its own institutional repository (AMUR) for publishing 
the outcomes of the present scientific activity 
• The virtual repository approach joins benefits of 
institutional and regional digital libraries 
• The parallel approach gives more 
independence (e.g. in metadata)  
 
PIONIER Network 
Digital Libraries Federation 
• Country-scale metadata aggregator maintained 
and developed by PSNC since 2007 
• Holds a copy of metadata records from all 
cooperating digital libraries 
• Single point of access to the network of Polish 
digital libraries 
• Based on open standards 
• Use and participation is free of charge 





Digital Libraries Federation 
• Core functionality 
– Basic and advanced search in aggregated metadata 
– Access to digitisation plans of cooperating digital libraries 
– Support for automated coordination of digitisation (via API) 
– Database of Polish digital libraries 
– Statistics 
PIONIER DLF as a metadata provider 
• The Federation provides OAI-PMH and Open 
Search interfaces to the aggregated metadata 
• These interfaces can be used by external 
services to: 
– Search in the aggregated data (Open Search) 
– Get a copy of the data or some part of it (OAI-PMH) 
PIONIER DLF as a metadata provider 
• These features are used to promote Polish cultural 
and scientific heritage via a number of external 
services: 
Cooperation implemented: 
– Europeana – “Paintings, music, films and books from Europe's 
galleries, libraries, archives and museums” (http://europeana.eu/)  
– DART-Europe – “Access to 207 273 full-text research theses from 338 
Universities sourced from 19 European countries” (http://www.dart-
europe.eu/)  
– ViFaOst – “access to specialized academic information on history, 
language, literature, politics and culture of East, Central Eastand South 
East European countries and regions” (http://www.vifaost.de/)  
Work in progress: 
– WorldCat – “WorldCat connects you to the collections and services of 
more than 10,000 libraries worldwide” (http://www.worldcat.org/)  
– KaRo – “a distributed catalogue of Polish libraries based on the Z39.50 
protocol” (http://karo.umk.pl/) 
 
Cooperation with Europeana 
• Europeana is an initiative co-funded by the 
Europeana Commission focused on improving the 
on-line access to Europeana cultural heritage 
• The Europeana portal (http://europeana.eu/) gives 
the possibility to search in over 19M of  metadata 
records describing objects from memory institutions 
from all over Europe 
• For each metadata record the portal provides a link 
to the digital object presentation on the website of 
the source institution 
• Cooperation between the DLF and Europeana was 
established in 2009 as a part of the EuropeanaLocal 
project (http://europeanalocal.eu/) 
• Currently the DLF is the main Europeana data 





Cooperation with DART-Europe 
• DART-Europe is a partnership of research libraries and 
library consortia who are working together to improve global 
access to European research theses. DART-Europe is 
endorsed by LIBER and it is the European Working Group of 
the Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations 
(NDLTD). 
• The DART-Europe portal (http://www.dart-europe.eu/) gives 
the possibility to search in over 200 000 of  metadata 
records describing open access research theses from all 
over Europe 
• For each metadata record the portal provides a link to the 
digital object presentation on the website of the source 
institution 
• Cooperation between the DLF and DART-Europe was 
established in 2010 
• Currently the DLF is the main DART-Europe data provider 






• The last decade in Poland was a period of very intense 
development of initiatives related to digital libraries 
• Initially  
– the development was started by the community of librarians and was not 
supported/funded by the government 
– the focus was put on cultural heritage materials 
• Creation of the Digital Libraries Federation turned 
scattered digital libraries into on network of cooperating 
systems and allowed to widely promote Polish heritage 
• The reuse of existing regional digital libraries as a base 
for virtual institutional repositories is a chance to provide 
technical platform for researchers interested in Open 
Access publishing 
– Please visit a poster “dLibra platform - Polish technology project for a 
repository” by Karolina Popławska, Krzysztof Ober, Jakub Bajer 
from Poznan University of Technology 
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